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Friar Marco TASCA
Calendar of the Minister General
JANUARY
16-21: Rome, General Curia: meeting of the General Definitory
with the new Ministers Provincial, Custodes and Provincial Secretaries
22-28: Personal spiritual retreats
FEBRUARY
10-18: Rome: Session of the General Definitory
19-24: Assisi: Ordinary Custodial Chapter
MARCH
5-11: Camposampiero (Province of Padua):
Ordinary Provincial Chapter of the Italian Province of St. Anthony of Padua
20-25: Pergusa (Sicily): Ordinary Provincial Chapter of the Province of Sicily
28-30: Pescara: Provincial Assembly of the Province of Abruzzo-Molise

St. Maximilian Kolbe:
His Prophetic Vision Continues

Friar Marco TASCA, Minister General

Letter of the Minister General Friar Marco TASCA to all the friars of the Order

2016 and 2017 are particularly significant years regarding the legacy left to us by St.
Maximilian Kolbe. These years, respectively, mark the 75th anniversary of his martyrdom,
and the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Militia of the Immaculate (M.L). I think it
is important to take a moment to reflect on the Martyr of Charity of Auschwitz, in order to
find inspiration and motivation to enrich the life of our Order. His word and his example
should be valued and put into practice because even today they can provide the Friars
Minor Conventual with fresh ideas for their interior and apostolic growth.

The martyrdom of charity experienced in daily life — holiness of life and mission

The Saint makes us realize that it is possible to achieve a high degree of charity on
one’s daily spiritual path by carrying out continuous and effective acts of love —perhaps
unseen by most people, but certainly valid. Throughout his life, Kolbe experimented, in
different ways, with the dimensions of the gift of oneself. Before his death in Auschwitz, he
had undertaken a journey marked by a remarkable and clear call to offer up his own life,
an offering that manifested itself in the acceptance of painful episodes, harbingers of an
even greater charity, one that was exemplary and resistant to hardship and persecution.
He is known in particular for the martyrdom he suffered at the extermination camp in
Auschwitz. However, this event was only the culmination of his journey of love and
sorrow which he offered for Christ, the Church, the friars and the Kingdom.
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These expressions of his are significant: “Let us remember that love lives and is nourished
by sacrifices. Let us thank the Immaculata for inner peace, for the ecstasy of love, but let us
not forget that all of that, though good and beautiful, is not the essence of love and love,
indeed, perfect love, may even exist without all that. The summit of love is the state in which
Jesus came to find himself on the cross...There is no love without sacrifice” (SK 503).

Being a great son of Francis, the Polish Saint loved to meditate on the mystery of Christ.
The Lord’s love had a particular attraction for him, because it really put him in the spirit
of someone who wants to learn how to love following the footsteps of the Redeemer.
Contemplating Christ, you can make life a miracle of love, in every situation and in every
event of our existential journey. St. Maximilian teaches us not to be afraid to love and to
give of ourselves generously because only in this way can the charity of the Lord be seen in
everything we do. This was the case, for example, with the martyrdom of Blessed Miguel
Tomaszek (1960-1991) and Blessed Zbigniew Strzatkowski (1958-1991). They were killed in
Peru by Shining Path revolutionaries and were proclaimed blessed on December 5, 2015. The
witness of these Franciscan friars found a relative bench mark in the example that Kolbe set.

Miracles of love are possible, according to the experience of St. Maximilian, when we
rely on the intercession and mediation of the Immaculate. In an article from 1924 he states:
“Rekindle love and trust in Mary Immaculate everywhere and you shall soon see tears
flowing from the eyes of the most hardened sinners. You shall see prisons emptied, the
ranks of honest workers increased; while home hearths will be redolent of virtue; peace
and happiness will destroy discord and pain, for it will be already a new era” (SK 1088).

Pope Francis, in his Angelus of August 14, 2016, offered this significant prayer in
reference to the charity of Maximilian: “Let us ask the Virgin Mary to pray with us and
for us to the Heavenly Father, that he dispense upon all believers the Holy Spirit, the
divine flame which warms hearts and helps us to be in solidarity with the joys and
the sufferings of our brothers and sisters. May we be sustained on our journey by the
example of St Maximilian Kolbe, martyr of charity, whose feast day is today: may he
teach us to live the fire of love for God and for our neighbor.”

The foundation, nature and mission of the M.I.

It was really the desire to love in the style of Christ, and to experience the richness of
entrusting oneself to Mary, that gave rise to the M.L. in 1917. This Marian movement was
the solution Kolbe and his companions found to address the delicate social, political,
economic and religious situation of their day. The Marian association that Kolbe and his
six companions founded was the prophetic vision that was put forward as an element to
resolve and propel through the great darkness humanity was enduring in that period.

Maximilian was not afraid of novelty, in fact it launched him into new forms of
apostolate, supported and driven by the strength that emanates from God. He imagined
the M. as a mission that could reach the hearts of all men, surpassing previous models
of associations. He desired that the M.I. “be less ‘transcendentalis’” than “universalis’,
that is to say, it should not present itself as one more organization among the many
that already exist, but rather deeply permeate all organizations” (SK 658). According to
Kolbe, a movement that was born by listening to the voice of the Spirit and which lives
by entrusting oneself the Immaculate cannot be constrained and is called to be “woven
into” every part of the ecclesial and social fabric. Indeed, “the purpose of the Militia of the
Immaculata is to conquer the whole world, all hearts and each person individually, for
the Queen, not only of Heaven, but also of the Earth. To give true happiness to those poor
unfortunates who seek it in the ephemeral pleasures of this world, this is our aim” (SK 97).

Today the M.I. is called to important enterprises in evangelism in keeping with its
history, its journey and especially with its distinctly missionary vocation. I have been
following the path of the Kolbean association with great care and attention and —with
satisfaction, too. I note some initiatives that are proving to be particularly innovative
and fruitful from the apostolic point of view. These are evangelization schools in
Poland which are particularly popular with young people who, through a progressive
catechetical path, are able to come face to face with the Kolbean charism. In addition,
I should mention the increasingly enthusiastic participation of young M.I. members
in World Youth Day. It's a very significant change: In many countries the Kolbean

Nuntius 1/



Association is being rediscovered as something well-suited for young people—to the
point that a World Day for young M.I. members has been called for 2018.

Love was the driving force that animated the Saint’s whole missionary journey.
Evangelization, mission, martyrdom—everything came from a heart that loved in
the light of the contemplation the Lord, a Lord who gives generously, without limits
or boundaries. Kolbe said: “Your personal sanctification is your first occupation.
Commitment toward the sanctification of others must be the overabundance of your
love toward Jesus” (SK 987F). The Saint, with his spiritual experience, shows that you
can achieve great apostolic goals if you express charity in your daily life through concrete
and tangible acts.

The celebration of the 100th anniversary of the foundation of the M.I.

The message and testimony of Kolbe are still very current and in this “favorable
time” our Order and the M. are called to discover the topicality of his prophecy in
the mission. The mission is not exempt from persecution as it witnesses the Gospel
in contexts that are secularized and hostile to the Christian message and its apostolic
journey. In this spirit, the M.I, with the Government of the Order present, began
preparing for the 100th anniversary with a Marian Congress to be held in Fatima on
October, 28-30, 2017. Its evocative and meaningful theme is: With Mary from the Mission
to Martyrdom: The Secret of St. Maximilian Kolbe. On October 16-18, 2017, in Rome, the
centennial will be solemnly celebrated with timely moments for prayer, discussion and
festivities. The year 2017 shall be a Kolbean Year for the entire Order, with opportunities
to reflect on the legacy of Kolbe in the Church, in the Order and in the context of the
New Evangelization, as suggested by a motion made at the last General Chapter. In fact,
on October 19-20, 2017, there will be a convention in Rome with friars from all over the
world participating. We will try to learn how to implement the Saints missionary and
martyrial witness in our own life and times, certain that his prophetic vision is not worn
out and still has much to say and to give.

May we experience this Kolbean Jubilee Year with great interior joy and with a greater
emphasis on listening. We have a wonderful spiritual patrimony. It can be the basis for
new itineraries suggested by the Holy Spirit to benefit the Church and humanity and
that the Order and the M.1,, in profound communion, may want to develop. Like Kolbe,
in addition to Kolbe, under the creative influence of the Holy Spirit, we are invited to
discover new avenues of mission that can speak to the hearts of the men and women of
our time.

Rome, 2017 January, 1, Solemnity of the Holy Mather of God

Constitutions: Draft of Chapter VI

Friar Marco TASCA, Minister General

The consultation of all the friars and friaries on the work of revising

the Constitutions as desired by the General Chapter now turns to the draft

of Chapter VI on the government of the Order (divided into three Friary Chapter
Guides: cf. attachments), which were prepared by CERC, reviewed by CIRC

and approved with some modifications by the General Definitory.

Dear Friars, Peace and All Good Things!

Once again [ ask each friar to study the draft texts and each local fraternity to dedicate
sufficient time during Friary Chapter (preferably a half-day) to community analysis of
the text and to prepare any eventual written suggestions. Some local fraternities have
come together to share analysis and reflection on the texts; this type of process is also to
be encouraged.
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The revision process for the Constitutions, as the General Chapter of 2013 indicated,
is an opportunity for continuing formation and reflection on our identity and mission in
the Church and in the world, in light of the challenges that the vowed life faces today.

It's almost finished; let’s go out with a bang!

I would like to thank all the reference friars, guardians, and ministers/custodes who
have led this process up to now, with the hope that their work continues and that the
response rate is very high.

I remind you that the suggestions by local fraternities on Chapter VI are due to the
reference friar of your Province, Custody, or Delegation (cf. attachment X), by July 31,
2017. In turn the reference friar will synthesize all the jurisdictional responses for the
CIRC member of your respective Conference/Federation (cf. attachment X) by September
1,2017. The CIRC member will then synthesize all the Conference/Federation responses
by October 1, 2017, for the next phase of work by CERC and the General Definitory.

Pope Francis, in his Apostolic Letter Misericordia et Misera which concluded the
Jubilee Year, reminds us that, “We are called to promote a culture of mercy based on
the rediscovery of encounter with others... The culture of mercy is shaped in assiduous
prayer, in docility to the working of the Holy Spirit, in knowing the lives of the saints
and in being close to the poor. It urges us not to overlook situations that call for our
involvement” (no. 20).

May this process help us to notice the situations that call for our involvement in the
future. May the Lord bless us and journey with us.

Rome, January 27, 2017

Friar Vincenzo MARCOLI
Secretary General

Session January 13, 2017

At its session held at the friary of the Twelve Holy Apostles, in Rome,
the General Definitory:

evaluated and fine-tuned the program for the 2017 Kolbean Congress;

defined the agenda for the January 2017 meeting with the new Ministers Provincial, Custo-
des and Provincial Secretaries;

suppressed the friary in San Lorenzo, Vicenza, Italy, of the Province of St. Anthony of Padua,
Italy;

declared the statutes of the FEMO Federation (formerly CEO) to be in accordance with the
law of the Order;

authorized an expenditure of the Province of the Immaculate Mother of God, Poland;
approved continuing the collaboration process and feasibility study of the plan to create a
new Franciscan University;

examined some personal cases.

segrgen@ofmconv.net
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Session February 10-18, 2017

At its session held at the friary of the Twelve Holy Apostles, in Rome,
the General Definitory:

approved the minutes of its meetings of December 9-20, 2016 and January 13,2017;
decided to begin listening to the friars of the General Communities with regard to the ap-
pointment of their guardians;

approve the General Financial Administration’s final balance sheet for 2016 and its budget
plan for 2017;

examined some final balance sheets and budget plans of the financial administrations of
the five General Houses in Rome;

examined and approved the final balance sheet for 2016 and the budget plan for 2017 of
the “Seraphicum Holiday House”;

met with Friar Lauro APOLINARIO, General Archivist of the Order;

met with Friar Germano TOGNETTI, General Delegate for the Second Order and Affiliated
Institutions;

met with the Minister General's Delegate for the Militia of the Immaculate and its Interna-
tional President, Friar Raffaele DI MURO;

met with the Delegate General for Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue (CEFID), Friar
Silvestru BEJAN;

met with the Secretary General for Mission Animation, (SGAM) Friar Jarostaw WYSOCZANSKI,
and Friar Alphonse VAZHAPPANADY, member of SGAM;

met with representatives of the John Paul Il Foundation Onlus for Dialogue and Cooperation;
listened to and commented on the reports of the General Visitators at the end of their ca-
nonical visitations to the Province of St. Agatha and St. Lucy, Sicily, Italy (Friar Leopoldo
FIORY); the Province of Our Seraphic Father St. Francis, Naples, Italy (Friar Luciano FANIN); the
General Custody of the Sacred Convent of St. Francis, Assisi, Italy (Friar Nicola SCARLATINO);
the Province of St. Anthony of Padua, Italy (Friar Joaquin AGESTA); and examined some
notes left by the dearly departed Friar Giovanni MEDDA about the canonical visitation that
he conducted to the Province of St. Nicholas and St. Angelo, Puglia, Italy;

listened to and commented on the reports of the General Visitators at the end of their gen-
eral canonical visitations to the Italian Provinces which were united on April 24, 2017 to
become the Province of St. Francis of Assisi: the Province of Our Seraphic Father St. Fran-
cis, Umbria (Friar Aurelio ERCOLI); the Province of Sts. Peter and Paul, and St. Bonaventure,
Rome (Friar Massimiliano MARSICO); the Province of the Holy Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
Sardinia (Friar lon CIURARU); the Province of the Holy Stigmata of Our Holy Father St. Fran-
cis, Tuscany (Friar Giuseppe SIMBULA); and the Province of the Holy House of Our Lady of
Loreto, the Marches (Friar Vincenzo MARCOLI);

listened to and commented on the reports of the General Visitators at the end of their gen-
eral canonical visitations to the Province of Slovenia (Friar Miljenko HONTIC), to the Provin-
cial Delegation of Cuba (Friar Carlos TROVARELLI);

appointed Friar Mauro GAMBETTI to his second term as General Custos of the General Cus-
tody of Assisi;

suppressed the friary of Nostra Signora di Montserrat, Madrid, Spain, to take effect on Feb-
ruary 21,2017;

authorized the transfer of a property belonging to the Sacro Convento in Assisi;

granted to all solemnly professed friars of Brazil's Province of St. Francis the ability to partici-
pate in their 2017 Ordinary Provincial Chapter;

declared the Provincial Statutes of the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mexico, to be in
accordance with the law of the Order;

declared a change made to the Provincial Statutes of the Province of St. Maximilian M.
Kolbe, Korea, to be in accordance with the law of the Order;

suppressed the friary of St. Jerome, Gary, Indiana, USA, Province of Croatia, to take effect on
February 21,2017

accepted the appeal from various friars of the Province of Croatia to reopen the debate on
two Chapter motions;
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granted to all solemnly professed friars of the Province of St. Jerome, Croatia, the ability to
participate in their 2017 Ordinary Provincial Chapter;
granted an exception regarding the number of members of the Custodial Definitory of the
General Custody of Assisi;
gave consent to the transfer of an inheritance to the Province of St. Nicholas and St. Angelo,
Puglia, Italy;
granted nulla osta to the Province of Sts. Peter and Paul, and St. Bonaventure, Rome, for the
donation of some properties to the Diocese of Civitavecchia;
declared the FALC Federation Statutes to be in accordance with the law of the Order;
approved the distribution of aid from the Fund for the Needs the Order for the year 2017;
met with the Ministers Provincial of the Italian Provinces which were unified on April 24,
2017, becoming the Province of St. Francis of Assisi: Friar Franco BUONAMANO (Province of
Our Seraphic Father St. Francis, Umbria), Friar Vittorio TRANI (Province of Sts. Peter and Paul,
and St. Bonaventure, Rome), Friar Salvatore SANNA (Province of the Holy Cross of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, Sardinia), Friar Roberto BERNINI, (Province of the Holy Stigmata of Our Holy
Father St. Francis, Tuscany), and Friar Giancarlo CORSINI (Province of the Holy House of Our
Lady of Loreto, the Marches);
accepted the request of Friar Timothy KULBICKI, the guardian of the general friary of St.
Anthony at the Baths of Caracalla (“Vigna”), to anticipate the end of his four-year term by a
few months due to a surgical procedure he must undergo;
appointed Friar Franklin Antonio DURAN ZAMBRANO, of the Provincial Custody of Our Lady
of Coromoto, Venezuela, as guardian of the general friary of St. Anthony at the Baths of
Caracalla ("Vigna").
listened to reports about the visits the Assistants General made to various Jurisdictions:
from the Assistant General for the CEF, Friar Miljenko HONTIC, on the occasion of
his visit to Denmark regarding the return of the friars to that country (Copenhagen,
Denmark, February 2, 2017);
from the Assistant General for the FEMO, Friar Jacek CIUPINSKI, on the occasion of
his fraternal visit to the mission in Kazakistan (Astana, Kazakistan, January 23-27,
2017);
his fraternal visit to the Provincial Delegation of Lithuania (January 27 to February 4,
2017)
from the Assistant General for the FALC, Friar Carlos TROVARELLI,
on the occasion of the meeting of the Minister Provincial and his Definitory of the Rio
Plato Province (Argentina and Uruguay) with the Minister Provincial of the Province
of Cracow and the Provincial Delegate of the Provincial Delegation in Paraguay (Cor-
doba, Argentina, January 31, 2017).
on the occasion of the FALC Federation Assembly (Brasilia, Brazil, January 22-26 2017);
from the Assistant General for the FAMC, Friar Benedict BAEK, on the occasion of
the Extraordinary Provincial Chapter of the Province of India (Assisi Shanti Kendra,
Kerala, India, January 9-12, 2017);
planned the agenda for the meeting with the Presidents of the Federations of the Order
(Assisi June 19-24, 2017);
was updated on the Emmaus Project (a project for an inter-Franciscan presence in the Holy
Land);
was informed about the planning for the 2018 International “Youth Toward Assisi” Meeting;
was updated on the agenda for the inter-Franciscan meeting in Rome on November 29,
2017;
considered the request of a congregation of Franciscan sisters;
approved the initial modus operandi for the General Office of Communications
examined some personal cases.

www.ofmconv.net
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Rome: Relics of the Martyrs of Peru

Friar Jan Maria SZEWEK, OFM Conv., Spokesman for the Franciscan Province of Cracow

On Thursday, January 19, 2017, a prayer service was held for the installation
of the relics of the Polish missionary martyrs of the Order of Friars Minor
Conventual: Blessed Zbigniew STRZALKOWSKI and Blessed Michal TOMASZEK.

The event took place at the Shrine of the Martyrs of the 20th and 21st Centuries, in the
Basilica of San Bartolomeo on Tiber Island, Rome.

The Chapel of the New Martyrs of South America now enshrines a vial of blood-
soaked soil from the site of the martyrdom, a traveling chalice that the Franciscan
missionaries used to celebrate Mass in 72 villages of Peru’s Andes Mountains, and a
sandal belonging to Blessed Michat.

The prayer and installation took place with the participation of Poland’s ambassador
to the Holy See, the government of the Order of Friars Minor Conventual, several Major
Superiors from Franciscan Provinces all around the world and numerous faithful. Father
Marco Gnavi, a representative of the Sant'Egidio Community, delivered a speech for the
occasion.

Those participating were given two holy cards commemorating the blessed martyrs.
One contained a second degree relic (particles of the martyrs’ clothes) while the other
featured Pope Francis’ prayer for peace and defense against violence and terrorism
through the blessed martyr’s intercession. Those who wanted to could also buy rosaries
containing relics and information materials on the life, activities and martyrdom of the
two blessed friars (books, films, brochures).

The Basilica of San Bartolomeo was built at the turn of the 10th century. The relics
of Saint Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr, (997) were installed there by Emperor Otto III.
He had been given the relics by the King of Poland, Bolestaw Chrobry. Since the start
of the 21st century the relics of modern era martyrs have been installed in six of the
basilica’s side chapels. One can find, among others, first and second degree relics of Saint
Maximilian KOLBE, Blessed Jerzy POPIELUSZKO Blessed Karolina KOZKA, Blessed
Michat KOZAL, Blessed Wincenty MATUSZEWSKI, Blessed Jozef KURZAWA and
Blessed Stanistaw STAROWIEYSKIL

The relics of the martyrs
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Vatican: The Penitentiaries with the Papal Guard

Friar Lucjan Maria BOGUCKI, OFM Conv.

On Sunday evening, January 22, 2017, the community
of the Vatican Penitentiaries met with members of the Swiss Guard.

The commander of the guard, Colonel Christoph GRAF, invited the Franciscans to thank
them for their valuable service hearing confessions in St. Peter’s Basilica during the extraordinary
Holy Year. The meeting was also an occasion to celebrate the 511th anniversary of the founding
of the papal army.

The celebrations began with Mass in the church of Santa Maria della Pieta in Campo Santo,
located in the Vatican’s German cemetery. The liturgy was presided over by the Rector of the
College of Penitentiaries, Friar Rocco RIZZO and was concelebrated by the “Vatican Franciscans”,
the chaplain of the Swiss Guard, and other priests. After the Mass, the Swiss national anthem
“Swiss Psalm,” was played while the clergy and the command of the Swiss Guard went to the
side chapel in the crypt where soldiers of the Swiss Guard are buried. The soldiers were killed in
battle on May 6, 1527, defending Pope Clement VIL.

The first part of the celebrations ended with a military march through St. Peter's Square,
to the Swiss Guard barracks. In the courtyard, a ceremony took place to honor the flag of the
Papal Guard. At that time, the deputy commander, Colonel Philipp MORARD made a brief
speech encouraging the guards to cultivate strength of mind and body. After the military parade,
invited guests were able to see the old arsenal of the papal troops, guided by Captain Adriano
AMBORDA.

The last event of the program was a dinner prepared by the guards. Each of the penitentiaries
received a small gift as a souvenir of the meeting.

Rome: Preparatory Meeting
for International Youth Toward Assisi

Friar Miljenko HONTIC, Assistant General for the CEF

On January 24-27, 2017, the youth and vocation ministry leaders from various
Jurisdictions met together at the Seraphicum in Rome.

Those present included: Friar Simone TENUTI, an organizer for the International
Meeting and the Director of Youth and Vocation Ministry for the Federazione
Intermediterranea Ministri Provinciali (FIMP); Ms. Benedetta DRAOLI, Meeting
Secretary (from Rivotorto in Assisi); Tiziana DISABATO, a Father Kolbe Missionary of
the Immaculate and Representative of the Militia of the Immaculate (M.L); Friar Giuseppe
FRANCO, (North Italy); Friar Michael LASKY (Our Lady of the Angels Province - USA);
Friar Josip PETONJIC (Croatia); Friar Martin KOCH (Germany); Friar Paolo FAN (Assisi-
China) Friar Piotr ODOJ (Cracow, Poland); Friar Elias MARSWANIAN (Lebanon), Friar

The friars of the Penitentiary
with representatives of the

10
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Franciszek CZARNOWSK], (working as a translator); and Friar Miljenko HONTIC, the
Assistant General for the Central European Federation (CEF).

The purpose of the meeting was to start preparing for the “2018 International Youth
Toward Assisi Meeting”. As the work of the meeting progressed, the participants
evaluated the responses of leaders who attended the last “International Meeting”. Next,
they chose the theme on which the 2018 Meeting will focus: “Rediscovering the Beauty
of the Gift of Faith (Baptism) to Become True Disciples of Jesus and Then Saints!” They
also chose the basic text on which this issue will be developed during the week, namely,
Acts 8:26-40 (Philip baptizes an Ethiopian official).

In addition, they decided that to proceed with this work it would be good to form a
group of friars living in Rome, who will collaborate with the members of this meeting
and continue the work from Rome or Assisi. Some names have already been proposed,
and others shall be identified in accordance with the four areas that must be covered for
the Meeting: liturgy, finances, theology-Franciscanism and activity-creativity.

Rome: Meeting of the New Ministers
Provincial, Custodes and Provincial Secretaries

The General Secretariat

On January 15-20, 2017, the annual meeting of the General Curia
with the newly elected Ministers Provincial, Custodes and Provincial
Secretaries was held at the Seraphicum, in Rome.

This year, a total of twenty-nine Ministers Provincial, Custodes and Provincial
Secretaries attended. The number of participants was higher than usual because there
was no meeting in 2016 due to a scheduling conflict with the first round of the meeting
between the General Definitory and the members of the Federations.

The purpose of the meeting was for the new Major Superiors and Provincial Secretaries
to learn more about how the General Curia functions and the various services that are
performed there. For this reason the meeting program primarily used PowerPoint
presentations to outline the vital connection and collaboration between Assistants
General of an Area—Conference/Federation and individual Jurisdictions. Afterwards,
various General Offices made presentations. There was an important block of time
dedicated to presenting the ongoing work of revising the Constitutions. Next there was
instruction on the financial management of Provinces and individual communities.

The leaders together
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One subject that always arouses great interest, because it directly involves the service
of Ministers Provincial and Custodes, was the topic of the procedural guidelines for
Provincial and Custodial curial offices in their relations with the General Curia. This is
an area which always generates various special cases. This year, the Procurator of the
Order set aside time to discuss and compare these cases.

Some high points of the meeting included the bilateral meetings between the
Minister General and the Ministers Provincial and Custodes, the time participants spent
in discussion and getting to know each other, prayer time and the meeting held with
the General Communities: the Seraphicum (which provided very fraternal hospitality
during the five-day stay), La Vigna, Twelve Holy Apostles, the College of Penitentiaries
and the Community of St. Maximilian Kolbe. Also noteworthy was the opportunity the
participants got to visit the archaeological excavations under St Peter’s Basilica. That
was greatly appreciated by all. There was also a touching prayer vigil, on Thursday,
January 19, for the installation of the relics of the martyrs of Peru, Michat TOMASZEK
and Zbigniew STRZALKOWSKI. The event took place at the Church of St. Bartholomew
on Tiber Island.

New General Office of Communications

B The General Secretariat

A new General Office of Communications was officially
created during the session of the General Definitory held last December.

That decision led to the appointment of Friar Ryszard WROBEL, formerly the head
of the Order’s website, as the General Delegate for Communications.

With this appointment, a study phase has begun for the enhancement of a service that
is already partially being performed at the General Curia.

As of now, the duties of the General Office of Communications shall include: a)
publishing and updating the Order’s website, including its archives and its current
homepage; b) the quarterly publication of Fraternus Nuntius; and c) managing, updating
and upgrading the personal and statistical database of the friars and friaries of the Order.

A new section will soon be activated on the Order’s website that will list scheduled
events. Another section is planned which will feature information relating to the Order as
a whole and not just the Government of the Order, as has been the case so far.

The participants

Friar Ryszard WROBEL
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2017 Federation Abbreviations

The General Secretariat

With the recent approval of the Statutes of the Federation

of Friars Minor Conventual in Central and Eastern Europe (FEMO),
the revision of the abbreviations of the different areas of the Order
has been completed.

The welcome participation of guardians and Provincial Delegates at regular meetings
of the Ministers Provincial of the various areas of the Order has led to a revision of
their statutes and the establishment of new abbreviations. Only AFCOF and FALC have
remained unchanged compared to the recent past. Here are the abbreviations in detail:

AFCOF African Federation of Conventual Franciscans
CEF Centralis Europae Foederatio - Central European Federation (formerly CEC)
CFF Conventual Franciscan Federation (formerly CFC)
FEMO Federatio Mediae et Europae orientalis- Federation of Central
and Eastern Europe (formerly CEO)
FALC Federacion Conventuales America Latina
FAMC Federation of Asian Minor Conventuals (formerly FAAMC)
FIMP Federazione Inter-mediterranea Ministri Provinciali (formerly CIMP).
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Vatican: Community Feast
of the Penitentiaries

Friar Lucjan M. BOGUCKI, OFM Conv.; Photo: Friar Joao Aroldo CAMPANHA, OFM Conv.

The liturgical feast of the Chair of St. Peter, which falls on February 22,
is traditionally celebrated as the patronal feast day of the Franciscan
(Friars Minor Conventual) community of confessors in the Vatican.

Those invited to this year’s solemn luncheon included the Major Penitentiary, His
Eminence Mauro Cardinal PIACENZA; the Regent, Monsignor Krzysztof NYKIEL; and
other prelates and employees of the Apostolic Penitentiary.

Also present were representatives of other Colleges of Penitentiaries serving Rome’s
papal basilicas. Among them was the abbot of the Benedictine community at the Basilica
of St. Paul Outside the Walls.

Friar Rocco RIZZO, OFM Conv., Rector of the Apostolic College of Minor Penitentiaries
at the Vatican, welcomed the guests and made a speech in which he stressed that today’s
community meeting was helping to build bonds between all those who carry out the
ministry of mercy on behalf of the Holy Father.
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Participants on the roof terrace
of the Penitentiary friary

Seraphicum: Feast Day of the Faculty

Elisabetta LO IACONO, Seraphicum Press Office; Photo: Friar Franciszek CZARNOWSKI, OFM Conv.

On Tuesday, March 14, 2017,
the Pontifical Theological Faculty of St. Bonaventure (Seraphicum)
celebrated the feast day of its patron, Saint Bonaventure.

This event inaugurated the celebrations for the eighth centenary of the birth of the
Seraphic Doctor.

The celebration began with Mass presided over by the Minister Provincial of the
Province of St. Joseph of the Friars Minor Conventual in Romania, Friar Teofil PETRISOR.

“This day is truly historic in the life of the Seraphicum,” said the Dean, Friar Anh
Nhue NGUYEN DINH, “because for the first time in the history of the faculty, we have a
relic of the patron saint in our midst, thanks to the Postulator General of the Order Friar
Damian PATRASCU. This most precious item is an ex ossibus relic of the saint. Thus do
we increase the solemn character of this celebration during this jubilee year of the 800th
anniversary of the birth of the Seraphic Doctor.”

Anothersignificantmoment during the festivities was the academicevent that followed
the Dean’s opening remarks. It featured presentations by Friar Pietro MARANES],
OFM Cap., on “The Verbum Inspiratum in Bonaventure: Between Christology and
Pneumatology” and Friar Orlando TODISCO, OFM Conv., on “The Word — Artist of
the Father: The relevance of St. Bonaventure’s perspective today.” Accounts of these will
soon be published in the scientific journal Miscellanea Francescana.

The Dean took the occasion to present a report on the theological research being done
in the faculty. He described the studies completed during 2016 and the research projects
planned for the future. “All this,” Dean Nguyen added, “is reason for giving thanks to
God and our patron saint for the grace of working and researching, and should inspire
us even further on the path of doing theology together, that is, to walk side by side with
each other and in communion with each other.”

The ceremony was attended by, among others, the Vice Chancellor of the Faculty,
Friar Jerzy NOREL,; the Rector of the Antonianum, Sister Mary MELONE with the Vice
Rector, Friar Agustin HERNANDEZ, OFM; Friar Cesare VAIANI, OFM, the Secretary
for Formation and Studies; Friar Carlos SALTO SOLA, OFM, from the Antonianum and
Friar Luca BIANCHI, OFM, from the Antonianum’s Franciscan Institute of Spirituality.
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Seraphicum: Friar Francesco Uricchio’s
90th Birthday

Elisabetta LO IACONO, Seraphicum Press Office; Photo: Friar Franciszek CZARNOWSKI, OFM Conv.

On March 21, 2017, the Seraphicum community celebrated the 90th birthday
of Friar Francesco URICCHIO. He had been a professor for many years
at the Pontifical Theological Faculty of St. Bonaventure.

Friar Francesco was born in Salandra, Province of Matera, Italy, on March 21, 1927. He
entered the Order of Friars Minor Conventual in the religious Province of Naples, made his
temporary profession in 1944, his solemn profession in 1948 and was ordained a priest in 1951.

Two years later he received his doctorate in Theology at the St. Bonaventure Faculty. The
topic of his thesis was The Unity of Grace and the Disunity Sin in St. Paul, which he then
published under the title Grace and Sin in Saint Paul: Relationships and Social Consequences
(Edizioni Messaggero, Padua, 1955).

He next obtained a Licentiate in Biblical Studies at the Pontifical Biblical Institute (Biblicum)
in Rome.

From 1961 to 1998 he was a professor at the Pontifical Faculty of St. Bonaventure
(Seraphicum) in Rome, teachi